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From 1938 to 1941 the Avia Baza was the sole organization responsible
for sarvicing tectical alr units. During Worid War 1T, from 1942 4o

1945, the RAB (Rayon Aviatsionnaya Bazirovaniya: Kegional Air Base)

performed this function. Zach RAB serviced a tactical air 20rps anud

conaisted of nine or t<«n BAO's (Bata.'on Aerodromnogo Obsluzhivaniy:

Airfield Serv'cing Battalion), each of which serviceda a tactizal air

resyiment.

In 1945, tie OATD (Otdel'naya Aviatsionnaya-Tekhnicheskays Diviziya:
Irdependen® Air T:chnicel Divisicn) supplanted the RAB as the
servicing organization for the tectical air corps. The T/O of each
OATD included three OATP's (Otdel'nyy Aviatsionno-Tekhnicheskiy
Polk: Independsnt Air Tochnical Regimenv), each of wiich serviced
a tectical air division. Subordinate to each OATF there were
several ATR's (Aviatsionno-Tekhnicheskiy Batel'on: Air Technical
Battalion), depending upon the number of tactical air regiments in
the division. Esach ATB serviced a tactical air regiment.
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This organlzation wag maintaired wnt{? late 1947 or early 1943, when
~i& UAIE, which servieed the tactical air division, was Jiquidated and

the strength of each technical battalion was increased approximately
three-fold, (The organization of air technical units between 1945 and

late 2947 or early 1948, Quring which time the ATB was comparatively

smail and wes subordinate +o an OATP, was apparently an experimental
arrangement which was not satisfactory to the tactical units and 50

was changed.) With the liquidation of the OATP, the technical battalion

vas direcily subordinated to the OATD and designated OATB (Otd.el'ny'y
Aviatsionno-Tekhnicheskiy Batal'on: Independent Air Technical Battalion).

In April 1949, yien jet conversion was underway in the 2hth Alr Army 4in
Germany, the strength of the OATB was increased 25%1
approximately 154 to keep pacze with increaseq servicing requirements of

Jet airerart, 25X1

the OATD
serviced a tacticsl air cerps and had directly subordinate to 10 as
many OATB's &s there vere tactical gir regiments for them to service.

The 81et CATD, which serviced the 71st Fighter Air Corps, contained gq Tield distributing
franch of GOSDANK whose Primary functions were three;

25X1

(a) Paying the salaries of personnel of the OATD and the tactical units of
the corps,

(v) Providing factlities for savings accounts,
(¢) Providing funds for the local purchase of food sugplies by the OATB's,

With regard to (c) above, when the OATB had to purchase local foodstuffs to
supply its own Personnel and taocse of the tactical air regiment it serviced,
the food supply section cf the bartalion submitted to the foogd surply section
cf the OATD s rtatement of the anount of food needed, Having reviewed the
statement, the division food supply section forwarded it to the finsncial
section of the OATD, The division financial sectior then authorized the ap-
propriate amount of monsy and informed the financial section of the OATB cf
how much they might draw. The battalion financial section then drew thig asount
from the ffeld Astributing branch of GOSBARK attached %o the division and
delivered the acney to the food supply section cf the hattuion, which then
pu~chased the desired food.

Tue orgarization ang fuaction of Soviet Air Technical unite 1s occupied areag ip axactly 25X1
the same o3 thoge in the USSR, 25%1

Sat=llite air Technical units, like tgoticel alr unity, are rganized
according to the Soviet model,

The Independent Air Komendatura (Otdel'naye Aviatsionnays Komendatura or OAK) 18 an 25X1
crganization set up for the éXpress purpose of servicing VIP aireraft and thetr Paasengers,
5wt units are located only in aress vhere the traffic of VIP's would warrant their
existence. They are responsidble for Providing both technicgl service to VIP airnrats
the

amcres |
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the pillot, and issues imstructions to ensure safe landing. While the plane is on the
ground, the Komendatura is responsible for refuel*ng it and performing such mairtenance
£0? cepair as 1is necessary for safe flight to the next vaypoint. The VIP's and their
crew, meanvhile, are quartered and fed by the pversonnel of the Komendatura. When the
VIP's are ready to depart, the Komendatura is responsible not only for regular take-off

procedure, but also for alerting whatever fighter aircraft are necessary to provide pro-
tection for the flight.

subordination of the Independent Air Komendatura

The OAK 1o adminietratively subordinete to the VVS, Moscow, and operationally subordinate
to the Commander of the Air Army in whose area it 18 located.

ov, was the only unit of this type in the Soviet Zone of

J distinction batween the Independent Air Xomendatura described above and the
Air Gerrison Xomendaturg |

A. There is no similarity whatever between the two: they are entirely sepsrate and distinct
organizations., The Air Garrison XKomendatura {Xomendatura Aviatsionnsya Garnizona or KAG)
18 merely e police function or disciplinary t25%1'e¢ provided by certsin of the personnel
al every Soviet air base. The primary function or the Commander of the KAG is to appoint
and supervise MP's who police the base and its surrounding area. Since the KAG 1s avt
organized as a separate unit from the air base » 1t carries no numerical designaticn of
its own. Its commander 1s an officer who has 3 regular duty assignment on the staff of
an air wait, but who acts in the capucity of Commander of the KAG in addition to his
other duties. In the 175th Fighter Air Division y for example, the Deputy Commander of
the Division for tke Rear was nlso the Commsnder of the KAG at Finnow.

\O

there is no relaticnshi

P between either of the two kinds of Komeudatura
described and Air Technicel units.

-end -
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